Minutes of the Cranford Flood Control Advisory Committee of June 5, 2008
The meeting was called to order at 7;40 pm in Room 108 of the Cranford Municipal Building by Mayor Robert Puhak

In attendance were: Mike Pender,Joe Musillo, John De Cotiis, Elaine Meyer, Rick Marsden, Ellen Hunt, Ed Trush and Leo Coakley (HMM).

The May 15, 2008 minutes were accepted as written.
County Participation:

An invitation was extended to the County Freeholders to attend this evening’s meeting to hear Leo Coakley’s presentation of the HMM Interim Report.  It was declined.  Their preference is to have the County and Township Engineers meet separately.
Dike Ownership:

Discussions between the Township and County regarding ownership are ongoing.  Ed Trush will speak, on behalf of the committee, to Commissioner Robinson in an attempt to clarify the issues.
HMM Presentation:

Leo Coakley made a Power Point presentation of the report to the committee. Ed Trush questioned as to any adverse impact to Kenilworth. The combined 2 and 3 plan, as recommended by HMM, would impact a section of Kenilworth.  This is stated in the Conclusions section of the Report and USACE, the County and Kenilworth would be made aware of this issue.
Although various options exist, it has been advised that phase 5, the west side pumping station be completed prior to initiation of phase 3&4 to avoid flooding caused by loss of storage.  This again raised the issue of acquiring property for the west side Pumping Station.

Existing Dikes:

They are considered by Rick and Leo to be unsafe.  An appropriation of $400,000 has been made by the Township for necessary repair work in response to damages incurred during previous floods such as that which occurred during the Tax Day Storm (4/15/08. This is independent of plans  to redesign and rebuild the dikes as presented in the HMM Report.  Work cannot begin until the issue of dike ownership is established.

Other :

Leo will be available after July 12 for next meeting.

Interim report will be discussed at next Township Meeting.

Desilting status was not known, Rick had to leave for another meeting.

 Motion:

Ed Trush made the following motion which was approved by six of the seven members present: 
“The Cranford Flood Control Advisory Committee endorses the findings and recommendations of the HHM report of April 2008 with the clarification that Phases 3 and 4 will not commence until funding for the design of phase 5 has been approved and work on phase 5 has commenced.”

 Leo was asked to prepare a cost estimate for the detailed design of phase 5.

The meeting was adjourned  at 9:30 pm.

John De Cotiis

Secretary

